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JOUNT, STEELE, 81,
 DIES AT WEBD CITY

' Prominent Retired - Business }an
Il for Bome Time—a Former
Undertaker., e . -

Webb. City, Mo, Aug. 25—John
Thomas Steele, 81 years old, promi-
nent retired business man, dled
at 5:30 o'clock thls afternoon at his
home, 114 South Pennsylvania ave-
nue, He had been in {ll health for
some time, but had heen bedfast
only the last few weeks. =

He was born in Bbonville, Mo,
and moved to Webb City in 1590,

He was one of the first licena:d
embalmers in the district and.was
continuously In the undertcking
business until 1929. The business
was operated as the Steele Under-
taking Company. In 1929 he sold
his interests, but the business was
conducted under the same firm
name, until 1835 when it was
changed to Halnes and Woodhrd
Undertaking Company, which was
sold the following year and the
name changed to the Hedge-Nelzon
funersl homs. Mr, Steele operated
hiz business at the same site, now
occupled by the Headge-Nelson ~fu-
neral home, for 15 years, '

An Active Mason.

He was a member of the Knights
Templar and Scottish Rite of Jop-
lin, a past patron of the A.F. &
A. M. of Webb City and past patron
of the KEastern Star chapter of
Webb City. He was an honorary |
memher of the Woman's Christian
Temperance Unlon, and a member
of the First Baptist church, He
served the Baptist church as dea-
con for mora than half a‘century,
While in business here ha took an
active part in ail civie and social
affairs.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs. |
Dora E. Steele; five daughters, Mrs.
T. Ray Table of Clayton, Mo.; Mrs,
George W. Catts of Keansas City,
‘Mrs. E. T. Munson of Syracuse, N.
Y. Mrs. Guy H. Woodward of
Tulsa, and Mrd, E. M. Smith of
St. Louls; a brother, W. H. Steele
of Boonville, and three sisters, Mrs.
Georgia FRennison of TBoonville,
AMrs. W. T. Toler of Columbla, Mo,
and Mrs. John Muntzel of 8t. Louis,

The Hedge-Nelson funeral homs
will be In charge of funeral ar-
rangements.




