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Mt Pleasant Baptist Church 

 
Township: T-46-N Organized: Oct 1823 
Range: R-16-W Disbanded: No 
Section: 35 Active: Yes 
Map: Click Here Updated: July 19, 2005 

 
Cemetery: There is a cemetery associated with the church and is across the road from the 

church. 
 

Area: 
 

Southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of the section.  
Road Directions:  From Pisgah, Missouri; follow Route O, south about six miles to 
intersection with Route MM.  In the northwest corner of this intersection and 
across the road from the Mt. Pleasant Cemetery. 
 

Records: 
 

The location of the church records is unknown at present. 

History: 
 

Mt. Pleasant Church 
From "History of Cooper County Missouri" by Levens and Drake, 1876 

The next churches built (after Concord Baptist Church in 1817 and Old Mt. Nebo Baptist Church 
in 1820), were "Mount Pleasant" and Pisgah, in the southeastern part of the county. 

 
 

Mt. Pleasant Church 
From "History of Howard and Cooper Counties Missouri", 1883 

Mt. Pleasant Church - This church was also organized prior to 1823, but little is now known of its 
early history. 

 
 

Mt. Pleasant Church 
From "Mr. Pleasant Church Cemetery Records" 

The Mt. Pleasant Church was built by the Baptists in an early day and was presided over by John 
B. Longan and Kemp Scott. 

 
 

 
Mt. Pleasant Church 

From "Memorabilia of Cooper County", 1990 
Mt. Pleasant Church, one of the oldest churches in the county, was organized the second 
Saturday in October 1823, being the daughter- church of the Pisgah Baptist Church. 
 
The first 24 charter members were George Houk, Stephen Howard, Jacob Chism, John 
Robertson, Lewis Shelton, William Allee, Burford Allee, Hannah Geet, William Birdsong, Priscilla 
Chism, Clender Litchwirth, James Hill, Thomas Scott, James Birdsong, Elizabeth Howard, Squire 
Deacons, Temple Allee, William Deacons, Nancy Allee, Windy Birdsong, Katy Houk, Anna Scott, 
Elisa Deacons, Nicholas Allee.  Their presbytery were John B. Longdan, William Jennings, and 
Jacob Chism. 
 
Soon after organization, a church building was built on the farm of Mose Martin.  Several years 
after that, the Rev. David Allee gave a site on Brush Creek, still known by some as the Old Mt.  
Pleasant Church ground.  Here they built a double log house, setting aside one corner for their 
Negro members.  Worship was continued in this building until 1853, when they rebuilt on the 
same site a large frame building.  In 1879 the congregation bought the present church site from 
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J.W. Vaughan, and here built a frame edifice 32 feet by 44 by 14.  This was used until 1917, 
when still another building was erected. 
 
In its early organization, the church was very strict in its discipline.  Minutes of the church show 
that at nearly every meeting someone was brought up before the church for misconduct, such as 
gossiping, fighting, drinking, profane language, horse racing, playing cards, dancing, going to ball 
games, and other things.  It was a common occurrence for the members to come forward and ask 
the church to forgive them for misconduct.  In one instance a brother came forward and asked the 
church to forgive him for being angry (mad, he called it).  If members felt they were unfit to be in 
the church, they sometimes asked to have their names removed from the church records. 
 
Early church membership ranged from 140 (1842) to 220 in 1866.  Seventeen of this last number 
being Negroes.  Between 1840 and 1850 25 members were excluded from the church, and 
between 1850 and 1860 32 members were denied worship privileges.  In some instances 
members asked to be forgiven and taken back into the fold.  The church was lenient and took 
them back.  The following churches have been organized with members from Mt.  Pleasant 
church: Mt. Gilead, now California church, Salem, Lebanon, Pilot Grove, Mt. Moriah, Clarksburg, 
Flag Spring, Tipton, German Baptist Church, and Oakland.  Mt.  Pleasant Church granted 
licenses to the following preachers: Aaron Fryrear, first Saturday in January, 1843; Bufford Slott, 
March, 1843; Michael Brown, December, 1845 (ordained him in 1848); Jessie Martin, 1868; 
Nicholas Allee, 1867 (ordained him December, 1872).  
 
Pastors of Mt.  Pleasant Church include (the first 17 years' records were destroyed): David Allee, 
Jacob Chism; Lewis Shelton; Kemp Scott, 184?-44; M.D. Noland, 1844-48; Snelling Johnson, 
1848-49; M. Brown, 1849-65; R.H. Harris, 1865- 66; John Wood, 1866-69; L.V. Johnson, 1869-
70; R.P. Scott, 1870-71; J.B. Box, 1878-81; R.P. Scott, 1881-85; Nicholas Allee, 1885-87; Wilson 
Allee, 1887-88; E.T. Shelton, 1888-90; Nicholas Allee, 1890-91; R.H. Harris, 1891-94; Nicholas 
Allee, 1894-1907; J. DeWitt, 1907-08; R.B. Russell, 1908-09; Nicholas Allee, 1909-10; B.M. 
Shacklette, 1910-12; S.A. Maxey, 191213; R.R. White, 1913-15; B.V. Pennington, 1915-18; R.L. 
Hood, 1918-38; H.W. Allee, 1939-42; R.L. Hood, Jr., 8 months in 1942; Ivan Dameron, 1943-. 
 
By Jeanne Brunda 
 
A long time pastor, Rev. Ivan Dameron, who passed away last fall (2000), served for over 47 
years and was the associate pastor of First Baptist Church of California (MO) the last few years of 
his life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 




